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AWARD CEREMONY SPEECH

We are very pleased to inform that the distinguished Estonian poet, Jaan Kaplinski
have been awarded the European Medal of Poetry and Art HOMER by the Chapter
decision.

“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses. 1942

Homer is the father of European and world culture, and his two great epics—the Iliad
and the Odyssey— are the foundation of literature, the eternal inspiration for art and
culture. The blind singer left a message of universality and built monuments, which are
not dashed by centuries. Visions of this great creator had the power of flames and
ignited the imagination from antiquity to the present. Thus, a great heritage group of
worldwide artists was called into existence, September 2015, in Brussels, to inaugurate
the European Medal of Poetry and Art. Medal recipients were artists from USA,
Belgium, Germany, Poland, Italy, France,; Bulgaria, Brazil, Peru, China, etc..
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The European Medal of Poetry and Art,"HOMER, will be awarded to outstanding
creators in the world of hteraﬁu’e and the visual arts. A jury will award the artists,
whose works will be, with sxmplfcaty and beauty, universal messages to the world,
reflecting the ancient patterns. T,he most 1mportant category is the! level of artistry and
the power of tranSmlssmn, so*that su,E)seqilent winners may, enn.tlh the pantheon of
their spiritual father; Homer i v B |
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The members of the Chapter W15;h t %mphaslze the importance of Jaan Kaplinski’s
poetry for contemporary Estoniamn @ul e and the whole world. He belongs to some of
the greatest poets of our time. S /

In a career sPannmg nearly half a cenrury Jaan Kaplinski presented to the world an
oeuvre that reached the depth where language, human thought and the world meet.
His is a poetry that comes: Erom’ the fuman realm and speaks to and for the human
individual in a language that is genuine, unaffected and transparent. Kaplinski, rooted
in Estonian and Uralic-Altaic cultures, embraced the diversity of the human spiritual
heritage from the shamanic tradition to metaphysics found in Christianity, Taoism,
Buddhism and the early Marx, and created a body of poetry that speaks directly to
human existence and understanding. His unperspectivized poetry comes with
enormous compassion from an aware human being who does not boast but humbly
mirrors the human race. His poetry is a testimony to human wisdom that has always
aspired to a harmonious co-existence between human beings and other forms of life in
this world. While his poetry gives us human existence as it is, it also achieves what the
human artefact can aspire to be, something like a Taoist ideal: to efface the artificiality
of human creation itself can make for a better form of life.
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