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AWARD CEREMONY SPEECH

We are very pleased to announce that the great Nigerian literature master, Wole
Soyinka have been awarded the European Medal of Poetry and Art HOMER by the
Chapter decision.

“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses. 1942

Homer is the father of European and world culture, and his two great epics—the Iliad
and the Odyssey— are the foundation of literature, the eternal inspiration for art and
culture. The blind singer left a message of universality and built monuments, which are
not dashed by centuries. Visions of this great creator had the power of flames and
ignited the imagination from antiquity to the present. Thus, a great heritage group of
worldwide artists was called .into existence in-September 2015, in Brussels, to
inaugurate the European Medal of Poetry and  Art. Its Chapter members are the
followers of the great Homer around the world—USA, Belgmm Germany, Poland,
Italy, France, Bulgaria, Brazil, Pery, Chma etc.,

The European Medal ﬂf Poetry. and ArL HOMER will be awarded to outstanding
creators and thinkers in the worId of literatare and the visual arts. A jury will award
the artists, whose Works are, wﬁh *51m;311c1ty and beauty, universal messages to the
world, reflecting the ancient pattcrns, so will these ‘thinkersienrich the pantheon of
their spiritual fathef: Homer with theu'ﬂprofound and enhghtemng Works

The Chapter membets highly acelaim the ‘whole body of Wole" Soymka s literary work,
its importance to conitemporary Afncan culture and the whole world. He is one of the
greatest masters of literature in out tmle i/
In a career spannmg 65 years, Wole Soyinka, the African Shakespeare has presented
to the world an oeuvre of recovered myths, seeking to explore modern society and
launching a passage out of “Chthonic realm” of thé secular’and the metaphysical in all
kinds of literary genres. The reason. this Book ‘of Ogun, Yoruba god of creation-
destruction, takes drama as its niain form lies in that genre being the vessel of myth,
the form of ritual, this “fourth stage” being naturally engaged with the dramatic. The
modern “ritual drama” created by the poet Soyinka is rooted in the rich resource of
tribal religious mythology and its ritual cultures, based on which sits the work’s medial
axis, is mixed with the folk opera of West Africa and with expressive ways of Modernist
drama, in its content shining a spotlight on the suffering of African society as it makes
its difficult transition toward modernity. His work revives Nigerian and indeed African
drama, as well as expands the western theatrical tradition, contributing universal elements
from the depth of human memory for the benefit of the world’s imagination. His poetry is a
retrieval of the enlarged consciousness of being, Universal and individual, characterized by
a precise command of language and a mastery of lyric, dramatic, and meditative poetic

forms.
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