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AWARD CEREMONY SPEECH

We are very pleased to announce that the distinguished Chinese philosopher, arts critic,
curator, Xia Kejun have been awarded the European Medal of Poetry and Art HOMER by
the Chapter decision.

“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses. 1942

Homer is the father of European and world culture, and his two great epics—the Iliad and
the Odyssey— are the foundation of literature, the eternal inspiration for art and culture.
The blind singer left a message of universality and built monuments, which are not dashed
by centuries. Visions of this great creator had the power of flames and ignited the
imagination from antiquity to the present. Thus, a great heritage group of worldwide
artists was called into existence in September 2015, in Brussels, to inaugurate the
European Medal of Poetry and Art. Its Chapter members are the followers of the great
Homer around the world—USA, Belgium, Germany, Poland, Italy, France, Bulgaria, Brazil,
Peru, China, etc.. -

The European Medal. of Poetry and Art) HOMER, will be awarded to outstanding creators
and thinkers in the. world of 11terature andthe visual arts. A jury will award the artists,
whose works are, with simplicity-and beauty, universal messages to the world, reflecting
the ancient patterns, so will thes&ithinkers enfich the pantheon of t’.hE'.'lr spiritual father
Homer with their profound and enhgh:emng works. -

The Chapter members enmumasncaﬂy secognize Xia Kejun's phllemphlcal thoughts on
visual art and literature as well as their significance to contemporary Chinese culture and
the whole world. He is among some of most distinguished thmkers on aesthetics of our
time. y' ¥« -
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Among his more than 20 books of philosephy, thought on art, literary criticism, Xia Kejun
digs deep into Chinese knowledge and culture and creatively brings out a new intellectual
and aesthetic paradigm, with its distinctive values, in its difficult transition toward
modernity. Philosophically, he explains and reveals tHe fact and crisis of today's world with
his concepts “Uselessness”, “Rest-Lassen (remaids-releasernent)”, “Chora(Xu)”, etc., thus
activating ancient Chinese philosophical wisdom. Through the in-depth dlalogues with
Western philosophers, Heidegger and Derrida and others, by taking the critical method of
modern European philosophy and the ideal spirit of its civilization, Xia also shows the
universal value of Chinese philosophy. In art criticism, he puts forward the concepts of
“Infra-mince Art”, “Infra-image” and “Enchorial-topia”, in an effort to reconstruct the basic
theoretic discourse of Chinese modern aesthetics, illustrating the common value of
contemporary Chinese arts in morphology. He has curated a series of featured exhibitions
related to those concepts in China and Europe, presenting the achievements of modern
Chinese art. As a literary critic, he supplies a deep interpretation of the exemplary texts by
contemporary Chinese poets, conveying clearly the depth of imagination within Chinese
poetry from the relationships between myth and nature, emotion and language, civilization
and human nature, and lets us realize the painfulness of breakthroughs and the brilliance
of civilization embodied within.
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