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AWARD CEREMONY SPEECH

We are very pleased to inform you, the distinguished Canadian poet, Patrick Lane that you
have been awarded the European Medal of Poetry and Art HOMER by the Chapter
decision.

“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses. 1942

Homer is the father of European and world culture, and his two great epics—the Iliad and
the Odyssey— are the foundation of literature, the eternal inspiration for art and culture.
The blind singer left a message of universality and built monuments, which are not dashed
by centuries. Visions of this great creator had the power of flames and ignited the
imagination from antiquity to the present. Thus, a great heritage group of worldwide
artists was called into existence, September.2015, in Brussels, to inaugurate the European
Medal of Poetry and Art. Medal recipients were -artists from USA, Belgium, Germany,
Poland, Italy, France, Bulgarla Brazil, Peru, China; etc..

The European Medal of Poetry and Art, HOMER, will be awarded to outstanding creators
in the world of literature and the visual arts. A jury will award the artists, whose works will
be, with simplicity -and beauty, universal messages to the world, reflecting the ancient
patterns. The most important categery is the level of artistry and the power of transmission,
so that subsequent winners may entich the pantheon of their spiritual father Homer.

The members of the Chapter wish''to’ .emphasize the 1mportance of your poetry for
contemporary Canadian culture/and thefwhole world. You belong to |50me of the greatest
poets of our time. = §e g

One of the most 1mp0rtar1t contemgerary Canadian poets, Patrick Lane presents the world
with a poetry of genius and of deep moral mtelhgence in his whole body of work, written
over half a century, he consistently offers'a poetry of the highest order. In his poems, Lane
demonstrates an empathetic masculinity, with its ruggedness and unaffectedness that lies
like stone under a glacLers ice and snow, to a world ruled by the human-led law of the
jungle and its hard times, and offers this as a gift 'to all beings within this world. The
bitterness and the traumatic found in many of his poems-bring the indispensable taste of
salt to life. The unaffected essencé of his work, with-its crisp, bracing poetic flavor, models
a contemporary spiritual form for the hard-boiled wonderland of “BEING”. Within Lane’s
poetry, with its variety of forms and tones, stands a most touching image of a modern
Moses who voiced the endurance of the human with his ancient poetic tone, recalling the
abiding dignity of the unsung and the excluded. Faced with the world’s essential duality of
relentlessness and bountifulness, the poet ascends further in his later career to meditating
and discovering love and managing to praise, all of which serve to develop a new way of
embracing long suffering and lasting love, corresponding to the beauty and grace of nature.
Meanwhile, all through his life, this classic contemporary poet lives his dream persistently
with his unflinching willingness to believe that words can change the vision of an age,
make us all creatures of perfection and immortal, thereby, with such transformation.
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