ACCEPTANCE SPEECH

Estonia ambassador Hannes Hanso’s answer to Homer Medal

Dear guests, Dr. Zhao Si and others,

Estonia is a small country with a population of only 1.3 million. However, it has
produced many world-class writers and poets. Jaan Kaplinski, whose life and
works we celebrate here today, is undoubtedly a heavyweight literary figure in
Estonia. e

Jaan Kaplinski was born on January 22, 1945, dtiring the tense years of World
War II. As we know, it was followed by decades of Soviet rule. This rule
restricted the artistic and academlc frqedom of Estonian writers, poets, artists
and society as a whole. I think we shouId consider Kaplinski's great success and
literary contribution in this d’ htext. Jaan Kaplinski wasactively involved in the
Estonian 1ndependence moven; twm the 19805 and early 19903
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His father, "Kapllnskl" as hjs s ame indicates, was Pehsh and a university
teacher. His mother was an Es‘tdma’n dancer The poet has 6 chlldren
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Jaan Kﬂpllnskl is generally lmo\/hg. a.poet, philosopher, polmcnan (member of
the National Parliament from 1992 to 1995), and cultural critic. He is also a
translator and translates works from:different languages, including Chinese. He

has translated poems by: Su Dongpo and Laozgs “Tao 'T€ Ching".
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Jaan Kaplinski is known for lns conéém for global issues, especially
environmental issues. He supports left-wing liberal thoughts and is influenced
by Eastern philosophy, Taoism, and especially Buddhism.

During his decades of literary career, his works have been widely recognized.
He has received 21 awards for his literary contributions. Today is the 22nd
time!

He is one of the two Estonian writers who have been nominated for the Nobel
Prize in Literature many times. His works have been translated into many
languages, including Czech, English, Swedish, Finnish, Latvian, Icelandic,
Danish, Hebrew, Chinese, etc.

Sadly, Jaan Kaplinski left us on August 8, 2021, so we have to hold this award
ceremony after him.

The Estonia Embassy in China is pleased to accept the award of the European
Medal for Poetry and Art- Homer.



We have contacted the Jaan Kaplinski Society in our country and the Embassy
will transfer the medal to them in due course.
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