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Acceptance Speech

Xia Kejun
7% December, 2023

At all times we must be grateful for time, and its encounters in time, and that

wonderful opportunity (Tyche/ T v x m), at all times, and this is the wisdom I
have learned from Homer's epics.

It was in 2023 that I first traveled to Athens, Greece, to visit Homer's hometown,

and it is also this year that I am honored to be awarded the medal along with
the world-renowned great writer Wole- Soyml{a, and to join the group of the
great poets who have won it before s

I am deeply grateful to Darlus and Zhao Si for thelr trust in awarding this
European Medal of Poetry and ert Eonmed in the name of Homer

During my travels i Athens 0 eptember this year, my deepest impression of
the whole Acropohs was uB,dOLL edly’ the Parthenon at the top of the hill,
although it is just a.ruin, it's emé"ﬂm’t it.is precisely because qf its "Uselessness"
that this ruin has gained a suh].lmg dlg_l:l{t’j? of existence. Chinese philosophy of
uselessness and aesthetlcs have beeh wltnessed in the ancient Athens
With my German friend, I lookgi k) ‘témple from the top. of the hill along
another side, from. dusk to night; and in the lights of the mght the temple was
like crystal, condensmg the secrets of Iustory and poetry

& *
Although Plato wanted t0 drwé p%ef ‘”oijl &f th'e aty State Plato's own writing is
wonderfully poetic, both in the- métapl‘iér" of the transforming myths, and in the
structure of the dialogues themselves, which have the allegory of the living
body, giving new expression to the philosophical and the poetic, as it were. And
in the great tradition of Chinese culture, thought and poetry have always been
one and the same. Though I wrote poetry in my youth, and later replaced it
with poetry and art criticism, poetry is everywhere in my writings.

I think it is this inherent poetic sense, which comes from the unique sense of
Chinese language, the poetic sense triggered by it, as well as the tension of
thought it contains, and also comes from the fact that I have studied multiple
foreign languages, Greek, German, and French, and in my Chinese writing, a
deep sense of correspondence and resonance has already occurred. I hope that
these resonances will trigger a response in the West in the future, as in my
recent discussion at the Philosophy Department of the Free University of Berlin
on Heidegger's philosophy and the philosophy of Laozi, that European thought
will be given a new path in the transformation of Daoism? Perhaps this is our
fond desire.



Our poet friend Zhao Si wrote a wonderful line: "All the ancient countries that
have passed away are my home." Nothing can better reflect the greatness of
poetic truth than this poem: just as the ancient poetry of Homer, in its travels,
was integrated into the inner life of the Chinese poet, so too the poetic ideas of
China will be integrated into the West, where they will also have a profound
resonance.

The European Medal of Poetry and Art HOMER is also a poetic tribute to the
resonance that also occurs between these distant civilizations and times.

For me, there is nothing but gratitude. And ultimately, once again, thanks to
time, which, like the great Iliad and Odyssey, is an ode to the travels of life and
the secrets of time. ey

Finally, I would like to add a verse from Paul Celans Gegenlicht: "Four seasons,
and no fifth, choose one for itself* (Vier Jahreszelten,, und keine fiinfte, um sich
fiir eine von 1hnen bAT entscheldpn )

I also believe that the phllosa and poencs of futility aiso come from this
non-existent "fifth season". _ also:believe that the p]'ulosophy and poetics of
futility come from. r,hls non~egﬂstentiﬁftl;1 season’. ¥

1 ' Fatll] |
Just as Homer's poetry comes &Om 11115 'fifth season’, so does the Homer Medal,
which was given to'me as a su L -the unexpected fifth season, which I
would like to share with Dariu 120,81, and with all friends here!

Thank you agaln! %5




