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AWARD CEREMONY SPEECH

We are very pleased to announce that the distinguished Uruguayan poet, Ida
Vitale, have been awarded the European Medal of Poetry and Art HOMER by
the Chapter decision.

“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses. 1942

Homer is the father of European and-world culture, and his two great
epics—the Iliad and the Odyssey— are the foundation of literature, the eternal
inspiration for art andculture. The blind singer left-a message of universality
and built monuments, which are not dashed by centuries, Visions of this great
creator had the power of flamés and ignited the 1mag1nat10n from antiquity to
the present. Thus, a great hen;age group of worldwide artists was called into
existence, September 2015] in?Brusséls, to inaugurate the European Medal of
Poetry and Art. Medal recipiénts-were artists from USA, Belgmm Germany,
Poland, Italy, France Bulgaria, Brazﬂ Peru China, etc..
% J Bl

The European Medal of Poexry yand Art, HOMER, w1ll be awarded to
outstanding creators in the worldwof Titerature and the visual arts. A jury will
award the artists, whose works-will\be, with simplicity arid beauty, universal
messages to the world, reflecting the ancient patterns,”The most important
category is the level of artistry and the power of transmission, so that
subsequent winners may entich the pantheoniof their spiritual father, Homer.

The members of the Chapter wish to érfl‘pﬁ'a:s'i.ze the importance of your poetry
for contemporary Uruguayan culture and the whole world. You belong to some
of the greatest poets of our time.

One of the most lucid and wise voices in the twentieth century, Ida Vitale is the
last witness of the Modernist Trend in Spanish American Poetry. Passion and
freedom are the driving forces of your 75 years of writing. In a poetic legacy
bred in the Mediterranean , pellucid and profound, your alchemy of words
reflects a sharp, crystal sensibility, an accurate conceptual expressiveness,
concise yet complex. The poems withstand time and waves of literary trends,
penetrating the constantly changing world and at the same time, touching the
spiritual and mysterious, those immutable values that give life meaning. Your
poems reach into the hidden, the secret, finding the connections between all
things, guiding readers to reject labels and easy answers, to reflect on the
complexity of human nature, and to trust in the pursuit of the impossible. You
make poetry essential, with knowledge, wisdom, curiosity, and your conviction
in the power of words.



( Ida Vitale es una de las voces mds ldcidas y sabias del siglo XX y también la

ultima testigo de la corriente modernista en la poesia hispanoamericana. Pasién
y libertad han sido sus fuerzas conductoras a lo largo de setenta y cinco afios de
escritura. En una herencia poética transparente y profunda, nutrida en el
Mediterraneo, su alquimia verbal refleja una sensibilidad aguda y cristalina,
una ajustada expresividad conceptual, concisa pero compleja. Sus poemas
resisten al tiempo y los oleajes de las tendencias literarias, penetran en un
mundo que cambia continuamente y tocan lo espiritual y lo misterioso, esos
valores inmutables que dan significado a la vida. Alcanzan lo escondido, lo
secreto, encuentran las conexiones entre todas las cosas, mueven a los lectores
a rechazar las etiquetas y las respuestas faciles, impulsan a reflexionar sobre la
complejidad de la naturaleza humana, y a confiar en la persecucién de lo
imposible. Usted hace esencial la poesia, con sabiduria, conocimiento,

curiosidad, y conviccion en el poder delas palabras. )
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