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AWARD CEREMONY SPEECH

We are very pleased to inform you, the distinguished Argentine woman writer,
poet, Maria Rosa Lojo that you have been awarded the European Medal of
Poetry and Art HOMER by the Chapter decision.

“To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
—Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses. 1942

Homer is the father of European and world culture, and his two great
epics—the lliad and the Odyssey— are the foundation of literature, the eternal
inspiration for art and culture. The blind singer left a message of universality
and built monuments, which are not dashed by centuries. Visions of this great
creator had the power of flames and ignited the-imagination from antiquity to
the present. Thus, a great heritage group of worldwide artists was called into
existence, September 2015, in Brussels, to inaugurate the European Medal of
Poetry and Art. Medal recipients were artists from USA, Belgium, Germany,
Poland, Italy, France, Bulgaria Brazil, Peru, China, etc..

The European Medal of" Poétry and Art, HOMER, will be awarded to
outstanding creators in the world of hterature and the visual arts. A jury will
award the artists, whose works will be, with simplicity. and 'beauty, universal
messages to the World, reflecting, the ancient patterns.. The most important
category is the level of artistry’_and the power of transmission, so that
subsequent winners may enriclt thepantheon of their spiritual father, Homer.

The members of the Chapter wish. to emphasme the importance of your writing
for contemporary Argentine culture and the whole world. You belong to some
of the most excellent writers of our time. ¢
Marfa Rosa Lojo’s entire oeuvte is shot through by the gaze of a poet. All her
texts, often eluding generic classification;-are alive with poetic sensibility, the
uncontainable impulse to create and recreate with language, to do and make
with the word. Hence, the intimate connections between a novel such as We
Were All Sons and Daughters — a narrative of grief and the dashed hopes of her
generation — and lyrical texts such as Awaiting the Green Morning or Stories of
Heaven, collections of unorthodox microfictions populated by saints, indigenous
peoples like the Mapuches and the Ranqueles, and fantastic beings and powers
from the Celtic mythology of Galicia, who speak to us from the other side of
death and time. Or the wondrously singular Unequaled Ones, who come into
being like echoes or reverberations of meigas and bruxas, the medicine women
and witches of those indigenous and Celtic-Galician traditions. Or again, in
Visions, Lojo’s early book of poems written in prose, which in 1984 earned her
the poetry prize at the Buenos Aires Book Fair, along with the praise of Olga
Orozco and Enrique Molina. In the nearly four decades elapsed since then,
Lojo’s work has flourished extraordinarily. Leaving aside her voluminous
scholarly work and critical essays, there have been eight novels, choc-a-bloc
with family history and historical families; with women who persevere and
wonder about the past and changes wrought by time; with a great variety of
very different characters who tell the story of a country or a childhood. Five
collections of short stories have fictionally recuperated lives, loves, deaths, and
devotions that evoke the history of Argentina, which Lojo has embraced
passionately and made her own. Her six books of poetry or lyrical texts seem to



trace a collective itinerary of an ever more plural and ludic encounter with the

mysterious, the unknown, that which appears fleetingly only to return to hiding.

Like that of the ancient Homer (or Homers), Lojo’s oeuvre is one of poiesis: on
the anvil of the word, it forges memory, invents or reinvents stories, makes and
remakes history.

(Toda la obra de Maria Rosa Lojo estd atravesada por la mirada poética: en sus
textos, muchas veces esquivos a las tranquilizadoras clasificaciones, vibra esa
sensibilidad, ese hacer con la palabra, ese crear y recrear en el lenguaje. De ahi
la intimidad que se descubre entre, por ejemplo, una novela como Todos éramos
hijos, que narra en la tristeza sobreviviente el expolio de generaciones
ilusionadas, y las heterodoxas microficciones liricas de Esperan la mafiana verde
o Historias del Cielo, pobladas por santos, pueblos indigenas como los mapuches
y los ranqueles, seres fantdsticos y fuerzas de la mitologia galaico-celta, que
hablan de mas alld de la muerte y del tiempo. O entre las maravillosas
“siniguales” que reverberan diminutas y esquivas como el eco de esa tradicién
de “meigas” y “bruxas”;, y los tempranos y enigmadticos poemas en prosa de
Visiones, el libro que le vali6 a la autora los elogios de Olga Orozco y Enrique
Molina al concederle el premio des 'p'o'esia de la Feria del Libro de Buenos Aires
de 1984. Se cumplen ahora 38 cafios. La obra de Lojo ha florecido
extraordinariamente - desde e@tonces dejando por un momento de lado su
ingente obra de critica y ensayo literario, ocho novelas recorridas por historias
familiares y familias hlsténc% ' por/mujeres que perseveran y se preguntan
sobre el pasado y“sus denvas, por, los muchos y muy- distintos que hacen el
relato de un pais‘o de unalinfancia. A ellas se suman cinco libros de cuentos
cuya ficcién recupera y reanima, vidas, amores, muertes y devociones que
cuentan todavia esa Argennna que. Lojo hizo apasnonadamente propia. Y, por
fin, seis poemarios o coleccignes ‘de=~textos liricos que parecen describir un
abrazo cada vez mas plural y Iuche‘o frente al misterio, a lo desconocido, a lo
que solo aparece escondiéndose, La de Lojo es, entonces, una obra poética que,
como el (o los) Homero que da nombre a la medalla hace de la palabra
fundacién de memomas y remvenc;on de hlstonas ) 2
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